
1 

 

KHS English 10 Honors Summer Assignment 2016 

 

Step 1: Choose two of the novels listed below (Students are responsible to purchase or procure the reading 

selections on their own--they will not be provided): 

 

Peace like a River Leif Enger                                                              Station Eleven Emily St. John Mandel 

China Boy Gus Lee                                                                          Welcome to Braggsville T. Geronimo Johnson  

Salvage the Bones Jesmyn Ward                                                                                              Amnesia Peter Carey 

                                                                                     

                                                                                  

Step 2: Character Profile   

 

 Choose one character from each reading selection to take notes on.  

 Each character profile needs 2 quotes for each of the types of characterization/bullet point listed below:  

o Direct Characterization: the process by which the personality of a fictitious character is revealed 

by the use of descriptive adjectives, phrases, or epithets. 

o Indirect Characterization: the process by which the personality of a fictitious character is 

revealed through the character's speech, actions, appearance, etc.  

 Appearance 

 Inner Thoughts 

 Dialogue 

 Actions 

 Effects those actions have on other characters 

 Each quote needs to be labeled with what character trait it shows and the page number it  

     was found on.  

 

Example of Character Profile Notation Format:  

 

Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck 

Character: George Milton  

 

 Direct: “‘I ain’t so sure,” said George skeptically” (2).  

 Trait: George tends to be more cynical and suspect of others’ motives.  

 Appearance: “The first man was small and quick, dark of face, with restless eyes and sharp, strong 

features.” (Steinbeck 2)  

 Trait: George is alert and perceptive.  

 Inner Thought: “George thought to himself I wish I was alone because life would be so much easier.” 

(Steinbeck 3)  

 Trait: George is introverted.  

 Dialogue: “The small man leaned over and shook him by the shoulder. „Lennie. You gonna be sick like 

you was last night.‟” (Steinbeck 3)  

 Trait: George is caring.  

 Actions: “George lay where he was and whistled softly to himself.” (Steinbeck 3)  

 Trait: George is care-free and relaxed.  

 Effects: “Lennie, who had been watching, imitated George exactly.” (Steinbeck 4).  

 Trait: George is influential and seems to be the leader. 
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Step 3: Essays (two in total) 

 

 Handwrite or type a 450-word essay for each of the two following prompts. Use quotes from each novel 

to support your position: 

 

o Essay #1: What is a similar theme between the two novels? (i.e. What truths about human nature 

are revealed? What opinion about these truths does the author hold?). 

o Essay #2: Write a personal response that addresses both novels. Be sure to include what you 

liked/disliked, and whether you would recommend the novels you read to someone else and why.  

 

Overall 
 

You must to turn in the following assignments on the first Friday of the first week of school: 

 

 Two 450-word essays (either handwritten or typed)—must have proper paragraph development!! 

 12 character-specific quotes per reading (for a total of 24 quotes)  

 

For questions, please see Mr. Goeschl in room 127 or Ms. Roth in room 115. Over the summer you may email 

us at jgoeschl@socal.rr.com or kroth@avhsd.org. When emailing us, please be specific with what you need help 

with and please include your name.  
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